THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY, SCHOOL OF LAW
Fall 2024
LS190: Introduction to International Criminal Law
Professor: Dr. Mdénica Castillejos-Aragén
Wheeler 104
Thursdays, 3:30pm-6:29pm
Email: m_castillejosa@berkeley.edu

Office Hours:
Mondays: 11:00 am to 12:30 pm or by appointment

Course Description

With a “Justice on Screen” approach, this seminar aims at introducing the students to the practical
application and challenges of international criminal law. Based on recent geopolitical
developments, a group of documentaries will present a historical context and current developments
that includes the nature and scope of the core crimes under international law: genocide, crimes
against humanity, war crimes and the crime of aggression. The documentaries assigned during
lectures are essential tools for education as they address challenges of international criminal justice,
while placing each lecture topic in context. At the end of the semester, students will acquire a
general understanding of how international criminal law ensures—and sometimes not—justice to
victims of international crimes.

Course Objectives

Introduce students to the institutional structures and substantive concepts that attempt to
name and address the gravest crimes at the international level.

Understand the main objectives and justifications of International Criminal Law and its
historical developments.

Analyze the creation and the objectives of international criminal tribunals, the international
bodies that participate in the process of creation and its main challenges.

Encourage critical and analytical thinking of contemporary debates and geopolitical conflicts
surrounding international criminal law.

Final Evaluation

The final grade for this course will be determined as follows:


mailto:m_castillejosa@berkeley.edu

30% Final Exam

20% Moot Court / Final Examination

20% Midterm

15% Attendance

15% Reaction response and presentations

Mid-term and Final Exam

The exams will include five short-answer essay formats. A minimum of two paragraphs and
discussion on each response is required. A list of concepts will be provided for exam preparation.
The exam will only cover the topics included in the list.

Mid-term: Thursday, October 24, 3:30pm-6:29pm. Please bring two blue books (In Person

Exam)
Final exam: Friday, December 20, 2024, from 7-10 pm. Please bring two blue books (In

Person Exam)
Moot Court: Thursday, December 5, from 3:30pm-6:29pm (Wheeler 104)

Moot Court / Final Examination

In the second part of the semester, the instructor will randomly break the class into three
groups: judges, prosecutors, and defense attorneys and will provide a contemporary case for
students to prepare legal arguments based on the assigned roles.

Students are expected to write respective briefs to be submitted as part of their final grade
as well as publicly argue the case in class on Thursday, December 5.

Further instructions will be provided by the instructor throughout the semester.

Required Textbook and Materials

All reading materials are electronically available on bCourses.
Please bring the assigned reading materials to class.

Attendance

Attendance and participation in class are fundamental to passing this course.

Class Participation and Presentations

All students are expected to read, prepare all the materials and be ready to be on call during
class discussions.

The students will be assigned one reading and will write a short reaction response posing
two questions to be discussed in class.

The reaction response should be posted on bCourses on Mondays at 9:00 am.

Those students writing a reaction response will also be responsible for providing a brief
introduction to the topic to the class. Summaries of the reading are not acceptable. (five-
minute presentation)



Documentaries

To support the content of the assigned materials, this course includes weekly documentaries
that are going to be streamed in class followed by lectures and class discussion.

The content of each film might be the subject of questions in both the mid-term and final
exam. Thus, note taking during the screening is highly recommended for class discussion
and exam purposes.

Important Class Note:

Based on recent global developments, there are many different viewpoints and for many
students the crimes to be reviewed in this course is a difficult issue—perhaps even affecting
them personally. The instructor strongly encourages respectful discussions on these issues
and views our classroom as a safe space for everyone to freely express their opinions
respectfully to the views of others. Students are welcome to reach out to Professor
Castillejos-Aragon via email if you have any specific suggestions or concerns in this regard.

CLASS READINGS

Introduction and Justifications of International Criminal Law
Class 1
Thursday, August 29 * Cryer, R., Robinson, D., & Vasiliev, S. (2019). An Introduction to
International Criminal Law and Procedure. (4th ed.) Cambridge
University Press. Chapter 2, 17-36.
= Roht-Arriaza, Naomi. “Combating Impunity: Some Thoughts on the Way
Forward.” Law and Contemporary Problems 59, no. 4 (1996): 93-102.
History and Development of International Criminal Law: The
Class 2 Nuremberg and Tokyo Trials
Thursday, September 5

- Documentary Screening.

* Cryer, R., Robinson, D., & Vasiliev, S. (2019). An Introduction to
International Criminal Law and Procedure. (4th ed.) Cambridge
University Press. Chapter 6, pp. 91-101.

* Totani, Yuma. The Tokyo War Crimes Trial: The Pursuit of Justice in
the Wake of World War Il. 1st ed. Vol. 299. Harvard University Asia
Center, 2008, pp. 1-19; 20-42.

Development of International Criminal Law and Ad Hoc Tribunals:

Class 3 The International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia

Thursday, September 12

- Documentary Screening.

- Cryer, R., Robinson, D., & Vasiliev, S. (2019). An Introduction to
International Criminal Law and Procedure. (4th ed.) Cambridge
University Press. Chapter 7, pp.102-112.

- Birdsall, A. (2007). Creating a more 'just' order: The ad hoc
international war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia,
Cooperation and Conflict, 42(4), 397-418.




Class 4
Thursday, September 19

Development of International Criminal Law and Ad Hoc Tribunals:
The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda

* Documentary Screening.

* Cryer, R., Robinson, D., & Vasiliev, S. (2019). An Introduction to
International Criminal Law and Procedure. (4th ed.) Cambridge
University Press. Chapter 7, pp.112-118.

* “International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR): Prosecutor v.
Rutaganda” International Legal Materials 39, no. 3 (2000): 557-634.

Class 5
Thursday, September 26

The creation of the International Criminal Court (ICC)

* Documentary Screening.

* Cryer, R., Robinson, D., & Vasiliev, S. (2019). An Introduction to
International Criminal Law and Procedure. (4th ed.) Cambridge
University Press. Chapter 8, pp. 119-147.

* Mayerfeld, Jamie. “Who Shall Be Judge? The United States, the
International Criminal Court, and the Global Enforcement of Human
Rights.” Human Rights Quarterly 25, no. 1 (2003): 93-129.

Class 6
Thursday, October 3

Hybrid and Special Courts: The Extraordinary Chambers in the
Courts of Cambodia

* Documentary Screening.

* Kheang Un, The Khmer Rouge Tribunal: A Politically Compromised
Search for Justice Source: The Journal of Asian Studies, November
2013, Vol. 72, No. 4, pp. 783-792.

* Williams, Sarah. “The Cambodian Extraordinary Chambers: A
Dangerous Precedent for International Justice?” The International and
Comparative Law Quarterly 53, no. 1 (2004): 227-45.

Class 7
Thursday, October 10

Forms of Jurisdiction in International Criminal Law: Universal
Jurisdiction

* Documentary Screening.

= Cryer, R., Robinson, D., & Vasiliev, S. (2019). An Introduction to
International Criminal Law and Procedure. (4th ed.) Cambridge
University Press. Chapter 3, pp. 37-58.

* Castillejos-Aragén, Ménica, (2024) The Road to Koblenz: Pathways
for International Justice Through the Exercise of Universal
Jurisdiction (New York: Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung) pp. 1-86.

Class 8
Thursday, October 17

General Principles of International Criminal Law

- Documentary Screening.

- Per Saland, International Criminal Law Principles, in The
International Criminal Court. The Making of the Rome Statute 189,
199.

- Nkwenti Noela Ngweso, Tamfuh Wilson and Bokalli Emile
Sedar, The International Criminal Court and the Principle of Due
Process, 5 (4) JLMH pp.1726 - 1738 (2022).

Class 9
Thursday, October 24

MIDTERM EXAM




Class 10
Thursday, October 31

Core Crimes in International Criminal Justice: Genocide

* Documentary Screening.

* Cryer, R., Robinson, D., & Vasiliev, S. (2019). An Introduction to
International Criminal Law and Procedure. (4th ed.) Cambridge
University Press. Chapter 10, pp. 165-186.

« Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide

+ Karazsia, Zachary A. “An Unfulfilled Promise: The Genocide
Convention and the Obligation of Prevention.” Journal of Strategic
Security 11, no. 4 (2018): 20-31.

* Moot Court Final Examination.

Class 11
Thursday, November 7

Core Crimes in International Criminal Justice: Crimes Against
Humanity

* Documentary Screening.

= Cryer, R., Robinson, D., & Vasiliev, S. (2019). An Introduction to
International Criminal Law and Procedure. (4th ed.) Cambridge
University Press. Chapter 11, pp. 187-219.

* Robinson, Darryl. “Defining ‘Crimes Against Humanity’ at the Rome
Conference.” The American Journal of International Law 93, no. 1 (1999):
43-57.

Class 12
Thursday, November 14

Core Crimes in International Criminal Justice: War Crimes

* Documentary Screening.

- Cryer, R., Robinson, D., & Vasiliev, S. (2019). An Introduction to
International Criminal Law and Procedure. (4th ed.) Cambridge
University Press. Chapter 12, pp. 221-261.

* Meron, Theodor. “Reflections on the Prosecution of War Crimes by
International Tribunals.” The American Journal of International
Law 100, no. 3 (2006): 551-79.

Class 13
Thursday, November 21

Core Crimes in International Criminal Justice: Crime of

Aggression

- Documentary Screening.

* Cryer, R., Robinson, D., & Vasiliev, S. (2019). An Introduction to
International Criminal Law and Procedure. (4th ed.) Cambridge
University Press. Chapter 13, pp. 262-280.

* Koh, Harold Hongju, "The Crime of Aggression: The United States
Perspective" (2015). Faculty Scholarship Series. Paper 5006, pp,
257-295.

Class 14
Thursday, December 5

- MOOT COURT / FINAL EXAMINATION

Friday,
December 12

* FINAL EXAM



https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.1_Convention%20on%20the%20Prevention%20and%20Punishment%20of%20the%20Crime%20of%20Genocide.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.1_Convention%20on%20the%20Prevention%20and%20Punishment%20of%20the%20Crime%20of%20Genocide.pdf

7:00-10:00 pm




